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These days, separation movements are a very common phenomenon. Here are the most prominent ones: Tibet, Palestine, Catalonia. There is very little information available about Gorkhaland in the Czech language, which is the main reason why I worked with English sources.
Gorkhaland is an area in northern India. The Gorkhas (also called Nepali Indians) are an ethnic group living mainly in the Darjeeling district. They are fighting for separation in a non-violent way, which is the reason why the movement lasts for over 100 years.
The Gorkhas
There are around 15 million Gorkhas in total. Around 1.2 million of them live in the Darjeeling district, another 400 thousand in the Jalpaiguri district and 500 thousand in Sikkim.
Service in the army is an important part of the Gorkhas’ nationality. They are called Nepali Gurkhas and they are known for their prowess and toughness. They work in the armies of Nepal, India and Great Britain as mercenaries.
They are separated in two ethnics: Khās and Kirātas, which are then divided in tribes. That creates one of the most diverse ethnics.
Khās
They are a separate ethnic group from Eastern Europe, although they were considered a tribe of Indo-Aryan origin. They had their own religion called Masto. They worshiped caste deities and practiced some animistic rituals. In the 8th century they were converted to Hinduism.
Kirātas
They are the original residents of the Indo-Gangetic plains. In the past they practiced animistic and shamanistic religions. Today most of the Kirātas converted to Hinduism, Buddhism or Christianity.
They have no social stratification or caste system. Their society is divided into 22 tribes.
Geography
The mountains in the Darjeeling district are geologically very recent, which causes frequent landslides. Those are also assisted by common monsoon rains.
One of the most important economic factors is tea production. The Darjeeling tea is known throughout the whole world for its quality.
History
Before 1780 the area of Darjeeling belonged to Sikkim, which led a war against the Gorkhas. They tried to occupy the land, and after 1780 they succeeded. The British East India Company started the Anglo-Gorkha war to prevent them from occupying the whole northern India border. The British won the war and left the annexed area to Sikkim.
History of Darjeeling
Darjeeling is a town near the Sikkimese border, it lies in the height of more than 2,000 meters and today around 110 thousand people live here.
It was founded in 1829, when 2 British officers traveled through Darjeeling to resolve disputes. They were staying in an old Gurkha station, in which they were very interested and decided to build a sanatorium.
After 1840 tea seeds were brought here from China and the British started to construct tea plantations. Darjeeling started to grow and a lot of Sikkimese people were moving here. That caused anger of the Sikkimese king and the situation between Sikkim and the British was getting worse, which resulted in capturing a British expedition on their way through Sikkim. Eventually, the dispute was solved without violence and Darjeeling became an official part of British India.
The Darjeeling Municipality was established in 1850 and peace on its borders was restored. In the next years Darjeeling became a tourist destination and it got a nickname: "Queen of the Hills".
History of the Movement
Demand for a separate administrative unit in Darjeeling was first submitted in 1907 by the Hillmen Association of Darjeeling to the government of West Bengal.
Throughout the following years the Hillmen Association tried to push their goal through by sending requests and petitions to the governments of both West Bengal and India.
In 1947 the British abandoned India and Gorkhas became official citizens of West Bengal. The economy started to decline because of the negative influence of the West Bengal government. The tea industry was also going through a rough time; until 1980 the number of plantations decreased more than twofold.
In this time period a lot of people have been leaving Gorkhaland to find a job elsewhere. By 1986 more than 65 thousand unemployed people lived in Darjeeling.
Since 1980
Gorkha National Liberation Front was founded in July 1980. It was led by Subhash Ghising, who struggled for an at least partial autonomy unit in Darjeeling. Krishna Subba was shot during a skirmish with the police on the 7th of September 1981. This was the first bloodshed in the history of the movement.
Subhash Ghising organized a 72-hour protest on the 12th of May 1986. The whole nation supported the Gorkha National Liberation Front at the time.
In the upcoming years the Communist Party of India tried to suppress the separation movement with violence. Therefore, the Gorkhas started to militarize. Later Ghising abandoned his militaristic stance because he was afraid that a new military leader will rise.
Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council was established on the 22nd of August 1988. It was a partly autonomous body, which was in charge for another 23 years.
21st Century 
In the year 2004, former companion of Ghising, Bimal Gurung, decided to leave Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council and created his own party called GJM. Thanks to the great support of the citizens, he managed to take over the ruling chair and revive the Gorkhaland movement.
On the 21st of May Madan Tamang, the leader of a significant Indian party, was stabbed by GJM followers, That caused a series of protests and the government of West Bengal threatened to interfere with GJM. 
In September 2011 GJM managed to reach an agreement, creating Gorkhaland Territorial Administration, which was given administrative, executive and financial powers, but no legislative powers.
In August 2013 a wave of protests rose in Gorkhaland. On the 3rd of August GJM announced a strike. This protest was labeled as illegal and West Bengal sent armed forces here. But GJM asked the citizens to stay at their homes when the forces arrived, which was a great success.
On the 16th of August 2013 all the political parties had a meeting in Darjeeling and decided to create the Gorkhaland Joint Action Committee. For the first time in their history the nation has united and they are now ready to fight for their goal, the separate state of Gorkhaland.
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